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THE BABY ALLIGATORS AT BUTTERFLY CREEK
When students visit Butterfly Creek, they will be
totally captivated with the 5 baby American alligators.
Butterfly Creek imported these alligators from 
Australia in December 2008 when they were approximately 
1 to 2 years old. Over many years they will continue to grow and 
in time they will be moved to larger enclosures. 

While students often think of them as baby salt water crocodiles, there are 
many important differences between the two species – as they will find out 
on their visit to Butterfly Creek. These include habitat, water temperature 
tolerance, and size.
 

    PRE VISIT ACTIVITIES – TUNING IN TO ALLIGATORS
••	Find out what students currently know about alligators, eg are they different
	 from salt water crocodiles? Where in the world do we find alligators?
•	 Tell students that the alligators they will see on their visit to Butterfly Creek
	 are called American alligators and are found mostly in the South Eastern
	 states of the USA. Have students locate the states of Florida, Louisiana, 			 
	 Texas, and Georgia where the majority of alligators are found.

    CONDUCTING ALLIGATOR WEB RESEARCH
•	 Have students conduct web research at the following sites to discover the 		
	 fascinating alligator facts to enhance their visit to Butterfly Creek.
	 www.npca.org/marine_and_coastal/marine_wildlife/alligator.html 
	 http://nationalzoo.si.edu/          (type alligator into the Search Box)
	 www.learnanimals.com/american-alligator/
	 www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/Alligator.shtml
	 -	 how far back in history can alligators be traced?
	 -	 why were they once threatened species? 
	 -	 how long do alligators live in the wild and in captivity?
	 -	 how can we tell the difference between alligators and crocodiles?
		  write an ID sheet that explains the differences between the two
	 -	 how large on average are fully grown alligators and how much do they weigh?
	 -	 in what places do alligators live and can they live in fresh water?
	 -	 what do alligators eat and how do they often eat their prey?
	 -	 what is a ‘gator hole’ and why do alligators make them?
	 -	 how do they protect themselves when the water level drops?
												            -	 how do alligators propel themselves in water?
												            -	 describe the skin on the back of the alligator. 
																						                      What would it feel like?
																							                       •	 Type in Oil Spill Alligator
																							                       into Google search to
																						                      find out how alligators are
																					                     being affected by the oil spill
																				                    in the Gulf of Mexico.
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